
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
Our ref L3448  
 
December 2022 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
We are writing to you because your son/daughter has expressed an interest in the AQA Level 2 Certificate in 
Further Maths. This is a unique qualification designed to stretch and challenge high achieving 
mathematicians who are expected to achieve the top grades in GCSE Mathematics and are likely to progress 
to A-Level study in Mathematics and possibly Further Mathematics. 
 
GCSE Further Mathematics is not a prerequisite for A Level Mathematics or A Level Further Mathematics, it 
is merely an opportunity to achieve an extra Level 2 qualification and to provide a challenge. It complements 
GCSE Mathematics by encouraging students’ higher Mathematical skills, particularly algebraic reasoning.  
 
Last year, St Mary’s students achieved a record number of Grade 8s and 9s in Mathematics, helped by many 
students studying this qualification. The course builds on the Key Stage 4 curriculum and is intended as an 
additional qualification to GCSE Mathematics, rather than as a replacement. It addresses some of the 
concepts that are built upon in AS Level Maths and helps students prepare for the extra rigour required in 
further studies at A-Level. The course also develops a student’s ability to apply knowledge successfully in 
different contexts and increases confidence at the start of Year 12, particularly with algebraic skills. 
 
This qualification is split into six distinct topic areas, although the questions asked do range across these 
topics.  
 
1. Number 
2. Algebra 
3. Coordinate Geometry (2 dimensions only) 
4. Calculus 
5. Matrix Transformations 
6. Geometry 
 
The qualification consists of two 1hr 30min exams: one non calculator and the other calculator. 
Due to the limited time available in class, this qualification will require an additional out of school 
commitment from the students. It is an enjoyable, but challenging, course and one that should only be 
studied by students who have a real desire to go beyond GCSE Mathematics and push themselves. Students 
who take this course are expected to work independently on parts of the course and be self-motivated. A 
Level 2 Further Maths course has been set up on Dr Frost and students will be able to access this to facilitate 
their learning. In addition to this, CorbettMaths has a selection of videos and worksheets covering the 
course. After Christmas, we will be running a lunchtime drop in sessions to help students with the content. 
The dates of these sessions will be communicated with students closer to the time. Students are also 
welcome to attend the Maths Helpline, which takes place in M3 every lunchtime.  
 
 
 
 



To further resource this qualification, we have added a charge of £8 to ParentPay. This will provide a CGP 
revision guide and a CGP exam practice workbook tailored to this course (RRP £13.90). Please can you 
ensure that this is paid by Wednesday 14 December. If, for any reason, you are unable to pay by this date, 
please contact the Head of Mathematics, Mr O’Sullivan: kosullivan@stmaryschesterfield.org.uk  
 
If you have any questions or would like any further information, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 

     
Miss D Kay      Mr O’Sullivan 
KS4 Coordinator in Mathematics   Head of Mathematics 
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