
 

 

 

 

 

Our ref L 3433 

October 2022  

Dear Parents/Carers 

At St Mary’s we have long believed in the power of reading. From Readathon, Book Buzz and Buddy Reading 

for our younger students, to the Book Advent Calendar competition, Inauro Reads and Literary Lectures for 

our older students, we encourage all pupils to read and to engage in the debates opened up by reading.  

Teachers across a wide range of subject areas have collaborated to create the new ‘St Mary’s Literary 

Canon.’ This is a selection of high-quality books on all subject areas which we believe our students will enjoy 

reading.  

In a digital age, fast information makes for compelling viewing. However, we also know that reading books 

stretches our students’ thinking, pushes their academic achievement, can improve empathy skills and can 

help them to relax. Most importantly, once in the habit, it is something they enjoy.  

We would like all of our students to read, and, if possible, to read a lot.  

You can find the relevant St Mary’s Literary Canon list for your child in the ‘Teaching and Learning’/ ‘Library’ 

tab of the school website. All books listed in bold can be borrowed from the school library, and we are 

constantly working to extend our stock.  

Students are rewarded with a blazer badge for engaging with the St Mary’s Literary Canon and, thereafter, 

with Inauro Points. We continue to reward the reading of all books with House Points.  

We strongly encourage your child to read every day and would like to recommend the Derbyshire Library 

Service (as well as our own library) to support this habit. If access to a library is an issue, an account with 

Derbyshire County Council’s ‘Borrowbox’ scheme allows you to borrow downloaded books for free.  

We very much hope that your child enjoys the books we recommend and that this takes them on the next 

steps in a life-long reading journey.   

Yours faithfully 

 

   
Mrs E Taylor    Mrs F Fletcher 

Head of English    Deputy Headteacher  

 


